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 Rhode Island 

Section I 

A. Submission Statements for Part C of IDEA 
Please select 1 or 2 below.  Check 3 if appropriate. 
1.  __X__ The State's policies, procedures, methods, descriptions, and assurances meet all 

application requirements of Part C of the Act as found in PL 108-446, the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Improvement Act of 2004 and applicable regulations (IDEA).  The 
State is able to provide and/or meet all policies, procedures, methods, descriptions, and 
assurances, found in Sections II.A and II.B of this Application. 

By selecting this submission statement the State has submitted the new and/or revisions to 
State policies, procedures, methods, and descriptions that meet all requirements found at 
20 U.S.C. 1437(a)(6); (a)(9)(A); (a)(9)(A)(ii)(II); and (a)(9)(C)). 

2.  _____ The State cannot provide policies, procedures, methods, descriptions, and/or 
assurances for all application requirements of Part C of the Act as found in PL 108-
446, the Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act of 2004.  The 
State has determined that it is unable to provide the policies, procedures, methods, 
descriptions, and/or assurances that are checked 'No' in Sections II.A and II.B.  
However, the State assures that throughout the period of this grant award the State 
will operate consistent with all requirements of IDEA in PL 108-446 and applicable 
regulations.  The State will develop and/or make such changes to existing policies, 
procedures, methods, descriptions, and assurances as are necessary to bring the 
policies, procedures, methods, descriptions, and assurances into compliance with the 
requirements of the IDEA, as amended, as soon as possible, and not later than June 
30, 2007.  The State has included the date by which it expects to complete necessary 
changes associated with policies, procedures, methods, descriptions, and assurances 
marked 'No'.  The items checked ‘Yes’ are enclosed with this application.1

Optional: 
3.  _____ The State is submitting modifications to State policies and procedures previously submitted 

to the Department and has checked, under Section II.A, the appropriate 'R' cell(s) found in 
the 'Yes' column.  These modifications are: (1) deemed necessary by the State, for example 
when the State revises applicable State law or regulations; (2) required by the Secretary 
because there is a new interpretation of the Act or regulations by a Federal court or the 
State's highest court; and/or (3) because of an official finding of noncompliance with Federal 
law or regulation.  

B. Conditional Approval for Current Grant Year 

If the State received conditional approval for the current grant year, check the appropriate 

statement below: 

1.  _____ The State previously has submitted documentation of completion of all issues 
identified in the FFY 2005 conditional approval letter. 

2.  _X___ The State is attaching documentation of completion of all issues identified in the 
FFY 2005 conditional approval letter.  (Attach documentation showing completion of all issues.) 

                                                 
1  If Option 2 is checked, the State is to provide dates in Sections II.A and II.B as to when the required policies, procedures, 
methods, descriptions, and assurances will be provided, which date can be no later than June 30, 2007.  The State will be granted 
conditional approval until it can provide all policies, procedures, methods, descriptions, and assurances. 
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3.  _____ The State has not completed all issues identified in the FFY 2005 conditional 
approval letter.  (Attach documentation showing completion of any issues and a list of items not yet completed.)
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Section II 

A. State Policies, Procedures, Methods, and Descriptions 
As checked below, the State hereby declares that it has or has not filed the following policies, 
procedures, methods, and descriptions with the U.S. Department of Education, and, as of the date 
of the signature below, affirms and incorporates by reference those policies, procedures, 
methods, and descriptions with respect to Part C of PL 108-446. 
 

Check and enter date(s) as applicable.  
Enclose relevant documents. 

Yes 
(If New or Revised 

are checked, the 
State is submitting 

policies, 
procedures, 

methods, and 
descriptions with 

this application.  If 
already 'On File 

with OSEP', check 
OF.) 

No 
(Policies, 

procedures, 
methods, and 

descriptions have not 
been provided.  
Provide date by 
which State will 
submit to OSEP 

required 
documentation, 

which date shall be 
no later than June 

30, 2007.) 

N = 'New' Policy and/or Procedure 
R = 'Revised' Policy and/or Procedure 
OF = Policy and/or Procedure is already 'On File' with the USDE 

N R OF  State Policies, Procedures, Methods, and Descriptions 

    State Policies and Procedures 

  X 

 

 1. As required in 20 U.S.C. 1432(5)(A) and 1435(a)(1), the 
State has provided its policies and/or procedures regarding 
the State's definition of 'developmental delay' to ensure that a 
rigorous definition of the term 'developmental delay' will be 
used by the State in carrying out programs under this Part in 
order to appropriately identify infants and toddlers with 
disabilities that are in need of services under this Part. 

   N/A 2. As required in 20 U.S.C. 1437(a)(9)(B), the State has 
provided its policies and/or procedures to ensure review of 
the child's program options for the period from the child's 
third birthday through the remainder of the school year. 

  X  3. As required in 20 U.S.C. 1437(a)(9)(C), the State has 
provided its policies and/or procedures to ensure the 
establishment of a transition plan, including, as appropriate, 
steps to exit from the program. 

X    4. As required in 20 U.S.C. 1437(a)(6), the State has provided 
its policies and procedures that require the referral for early 
intervention services under this part of a child under the age 
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Check and enter date(s) as applicable.  
Enclose relevant documents. 

Yes 
(If New or Revised 

are checked, the 
State is submitting 

policies, 
procedures, 

methods, and 
descriptions with 

this application.  If 
already 'On File 

with OSEP', check 
OF.) 

No 
(Policies, 

procedures, 
methods, and 

descriptions have not 
been provided.  
Provide date by 
which State will 
submit to OSEP 

required 
documentation, 

which date shall be 
no later than June 

30, 2007.) 

N = 'New' Policy and/or Procedure 
R = 'Revised' Policy and/or Procedure 
OF = Policy and/or Procedure is already 'On File' with the USDE 

N R OF  State Policies, Procedures, Methods, and Descriptions 

of 3 who - (A) is involved in a substantiated case of abuse or 
neglect; or (B) is identified as affected by illegal substance 
abuse, or withdrawal symptoms resulting from prenatal drug 
exposure. 

 X 

 

  5. As required in 20 U.S.C. 1437(a)(9)(A), the State has 
provided its policies and procedures that ensures a smooth 
transition for toddlers receiving early intervention services 
under this part (and children receiving those services under 
by 20 U.S.C 1435(c)) to preschool, school, other appropriate 
services, or exiting the program, including a description of 
how: (i) the families of such toddlers and children will be 
included in the transition plans required 20 U.S.C. 
1437(a)(9)(C); and (ii) the lead agency designated or 
established under 20 U.S.C. 1435(a)(10) will (I) notify the 
local educational agency for the area in which such a child 
resides that the child will shortly reach the age of eligibility 
for preschool services under Part B, as determined in 
accordance with State law; (II) in the case of a child who 
may be eligible for such preschool services, with the 
approval of the family of the child, convene a conference 
among the lead agency, the family, and the local educational 
agency not less than 90 days (and at the discretion of all such 
parties, not more than 9 months) before the child is eligible 
for the preschool services, to discuss any such services that 
the child may receive; and (III) in the case of a child who 
may not be eligible for such preschool services, with the 
approval of the family, make reasonable efforts to convene a 
conference among the lead agency, the family, and providers 
of other appropriate services for children who are not eligible 
for preschool services under Part B, to discuss the 
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Check and enter date(s) as applicable.  
Enclose relevant documents. 

Yes 
(If New or Revised 

are checked, the 
State is submitting 

policies, 
procedures, 

methods, and 
descriptions with 

this application.  If 
already 'On File 

with OSEP', check 
OF.) 

No 
(Policies, 

procedures, 
methods, and 

descriptions have not 
been provided.  
Provide date by 
which State will 
submit to OSEP 

required 
documentation, 

which date shall be 
no later than June 

30, 2007.) 

N = 'New' Policy and/or Procedure 
R = 'Revised' Policy and/or Procedure 
OF = Policy and/or Procedure is already 'On File' with the USDE 

N R OF  State Policies, Procedures, Methods, and Descriptions 

appropriate services that the child may receive. 

    Optional Policies/Methods 

Type in ‘NA’ for not applicable under ‘No’ in the cells to the left 
if the State has not exercised this option. 

   N/A 6. As required in 20 U.S.C. 1437(a)(4), if the State provides 
services to at-risk infants and toddlers through the statewide 
system, the State has provided its: 1) description of services 
to at-risk infants and toddlers, and 2) definition of 'at-risk' 
under 20 U.S.C. 1432(5)(B)(i). 

 

   N/A Enter 'NA' in the cells to the left if the State does not have a 
system of payment. (See Section IV.A) 

7. As required in 20 U.S.C. 1432(4)(B) and 1437(a)(3)(A), the 
State has provided its policies and/or procedures that identify 
the State's system of payments for Part C services. 

   N/A Enter 'NA' in the cells to the left if this statement is not 
applicable; otherwise check the 'N' cell under the 'Yes' column 
and attach all policies. 

8. As described in 20 U.S.C. 1435(c) the State has provided its 
policy, developed and implemented jointly by the lead 
agency and the State educational agency, under which 
parents of children with disabilities who are eligible for 
services under 20 U.S.C. 1419 and previously received 
services under this part, may choose the continuation of early 
intervention services (which includes an educational 
component that promotes school readiness and incorporates 
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Check and enter date(s) as applicable.  
Enclose relevant documents. 

Yes 
(If New or Revised 

are checked, the 
State is submitting 

policies, 
procedures, 

methods, and 
descriptions with 

this application.  If 
already 'On File 

with OSEP', check 
OF.) 

No 
(Policies, 

procedures, 
methods, and 

descriptions have not 
been provided.  
Provide date by 
which State will 
submit to OSEP 

required 
documentation, 

which date shall be 
no later than June 

30, 2007.) 

N = 'New' Policy and/or Procedure 
R = 'Revised' Policy and/or Procedure 
OF = Policy and/or Procedure is already 'On File' with the USDE 

N R OF  State Policies, Procedures, Methods, and Descriptions 

preliteracy, language, and numeracy skills) for such children 
under this part until such children enter, or are eligible under 
State law to enter, kindergarten. 

The statewide system ensures that-- 

(A) parents of children with disabilities served pursuant to 20 
U.S.C. 1435(c) are provided annual notice that contains--

(i) a description of the rights of such parents to elect to 
receive services pursuant to 20 U.S.C. 1435(c) or 
under Part B; and 

(ii) an explanation of the differences between services 
provided pursuant to 20 U.S.C. 1435(c) and services 
provided under Part B, including-- 

(I) types of services and the locations at which the 
services are provided; 

(II) applicable procedural safeguards; and 

(III)possible costs (including any fees to be charged 
to families as described in 20 U.S.C. 
1432(4)(B)), if any, to parents of infants or 
toddlers with disabilities; 

(B) services provided pursuant to 20 U.S.C. 1435(c) include 
an educational component that promotes school 
readiness and incorporates preliteracy, language, and 
numeracy skills; 

(C) the State policy will not affect the right of any child 
served pursuant to 20 U.S.C. 1435(c) to instead receive a 
free appropriate public education under Part B; 

(D) all early intervention services outlined in the child's 
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Check and enter date(s) as applicable.  
Enclose relevant documents. 

Yes 
(If New or Revised 

are checked, the 
State is submitting 

policies, 
procedures, 

methods, and 
descriptions with 

this application.  If 
already 'On File 

with OSEP', check 
OF.) 

No 
(Policies, 

procedures, 
methods, and 

descriptions have not 
been provided.  
Provide date by 
which State will 
submit to OSEP 

required 
documentation, 

which date shall be 
no later than June 

30, 2007.) 

N = 'New' Policy and/or Procedure 
R = 'Revised' Policy and/or Procedure 
OF = Policy and/or Procedure is already 'On File' with the USDE 

N R OF  State Policies, Procedures, Methods, and Descriptions 

individualized family service plan under 20 U.S.C. 1436 
are continued while any eligibility determination is being 
made for services under 20 U.S.C. 1435(c); 

(E) the parents of infants or toddlers with disabilities (as 
defined in 20 U.S.C. 1432(5)(A)) provide informed 
written consent to the State, before such infants or 
toddlers reach 3 years of age, as to whether such parents 
intend to choose the continuation of early intervention 
services pursuant to 20 U.S.C. 1435(c) for such infants 
or toddlers; 

(F) the requirements under 20 U.S.C. 1437(a)(9) shall not 
apply with respect to a child who is receiving services in 
accordance with 20 U.S.C. 1435(c) until not less than 90 
days (and at the discretion of the parties to the 
conference, not more than 9 months) before the time the 
child will no longer receive those services; and 

(G) there will be a referral for evaluation for early 
intervention services of a child who experiences a 
substantiated case of trauma due to exposure to family 
violence (as defined in section 320 of the Family 
Violence Prevention and Services Act). 

The State shall submit to the Secretary, in the State's report 
under 20 U.S.C. 1437(b)(4)(A), a report on the number and 
percentage of children with disabilities who are eligible for 
services under 20 U.S.C. 1419 but whose parents choose for 
such children to continue to receive early intervention 
services under this part. 

A description the funds (including an identification as 
Federal, State, or local funds) that will be used to ensure that 
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Check and enter date(s) as applicable.  
Enclose relevant documents. 

Yes 
(If New or Revised 

are checked, the 
State is submitting 

policies, 
procedures, 

methods, and 
descriptions with 

this application.  If 
already 'On File 

with OSEP', check 
OF.) 

No 
(Policies, 

procedures, 
methods, and 

descriptions have not 
been provided.  
Provide date by 
which State will 
submit to OSEP 

required 
documentation, 

which date shall be 
no later than June 

30, 2007.) 

N = 'New' Policy and/or Procedure 
R = 'Revised' Policy and/or Procedure 
OF = Policy and/or Procedure is already 'On File' with the USDE 

N R OF  State Policies, Procedures, Methods, and Descriptions 

the option described 20 U.S.C. 1435(c)(1) is available to 
eligible children and families who provide the consent 
described in paragraph (2)(E), including fees (if any) to be 
charged to families as described in 20 U.S.C. 1432(4)(B). 

In accordance with 20 U.S.C. 1435(c)(5)(A), when providing 
services to a child with a disability who is eligible for 
services under 20 U.S.C. 1419 the State is not required to 
provide the child with a free appropriate public education 
under Part B for the period of time in which the child is 
receiving services under part C. 

   N/A Enter 'NA' in the cells to the left if this statement is not 
applicable; otherwise check either the 'N' or 'R' cell under the 
'Yes' column and attach appropriate written methods.  See the 
Optional Technical Assistance Checklist for the full provisions 
of 20 U.S.C. 1440. 

9. The State has chosen to meet the requirement to establish 
financial responsibility for early intervention services under 
20 U.S.C. 1440(b)(1) through 'appropriate written methods' 
under 20 U.S.C. 1440(b)(3)(c) other than State statute or 
regulation or signed interagency agreements. 

    Descriptions 

  X  1. As required by Section 427 of the General Education 
Provisions Act (GEPA), the State has identified barriers and 
developed strategies to address the barriers and has provided 
a description of the steps the State is taking to ensure 
equitable access to, and participation in Part C. 

  X  2. As required in 20 U.S.C. 1437(a)(3)(B), the State has 
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Check and enter date(s) as applicable.  
Enclose relevant documents. 

Yes 
(If New or Revised 

are checked, the 
State is submitting 

policies, 
procedures, 

methods, and 
descriptions with 

this application.  If 
already 'On File 

with OSEP', check 
OF.) 

No 
(Policies, 

procedures, 
methods, and 

descriptions have not 
been provided.  
Provide date by 
which State will 
submit to OSEP 

required 
documentation, 

which date shall be 
no later than June 

30, 2007.) 

N = 'New' Policy and/or Procedure 
R = 'Revised' Policy and/or Procedure 
OF = Policy and/or Procedure is already 'On File' with the USDE 

N R OF  State Policies, Procedures, Methods, and Descriptions 

provided a description of early intervention services to be 
provided to infants and toddlers with disabilities and their 
families through the statewide system. 

X 

 

   3. As required in 20 U.S.C. 1437(a)(5), the State has provided a 
description of the uses for which funds will be expended in 
accordance with this part.  (See Section III.  If the State is 
submitting a completed Section III, check ‘N’ under the ‘Yes’ 
column to the left.) 

  X  4. As required in 20 U.S.C. 1437(a)(7) the State has provided a 
description used to ensure that resources are made available 
under this part for all geographic areas within the State. 

  X  5. As required in 20 U.S.C. 1437(a)(8) the State has provided a 
description that ensures that, prior to the adoption by the 
State of any other policy or procedure necessary to meet the 
requirements of this part, there are public hearings, adequate 
notice of the hearings, and an opportunity for comment 
available to the general public, including individuals with 
disabilities and parents of infants and toddlers with 
disabilities. 

  X  6. As required in 20 U.S.C. 1437(a)(10) the State has provided 
a description of State efforts to promote collaboration among 
Early Head Start programs under section 645A of the Head 
Start Act, early education and child care programs, and 
services under Part C. 
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B. Assurances and Optional Assurance 

The State makes the following assurances and provisions as required by Part C of the Individuals 
with Disabilities Education Act.  (20 U.S.C. 1431 et.seq.) 
 

Check and enter date(s) as 
applicable 

Assurances 
(20 U.S.C. 1434;1435; and 1437(b)) 

Yes 

(Assurance is 
hereby 

provided.) 

No 

(Assurance 
cannot be 
ensured.  

Provide date on 
which State will 

complete 
changes in 

order to 
provide 

assurance.) 

 

X  1. As applicable, the assurance found in OMB Standard Form 
424(B) (Assurances for Non-Construction Programs), relating to 
legal authority to apply for assistance; access to records; conflict 
of interest; merit systems; nondiscrimination; Hatch Act 
provisions; labor standards; flood insurance; environmental 
standards; wild and scenic river systems; historic preservation; 
protection of human subjects; animal welfare; lead-based paint; 
Single Audit Act; and general agreement to comply with all 
Federal laws, executive orders and regulations is in place. 

X  2. The State has adopted a policy that appropriate early intervention 
services are available to all infants and toddlers with disabilities 
in the State and their families, including Indian infants and 
toddlers with disabilities and their families residing on a 
reservation geographically located in the State, infants and 
toddlers with disabilities who are homeless children and their 
families, and infants and toddlers with disabilities who are wards 
of the State; and has in effect a statewide comprehensive, 
coordinated, multidisciplinary, interagency system to provide 
early intervention services, for infants and toddlers with 
disabilities and their families, that meet the requirements of 20 
U.S.C 1401, and 1431-1443.  See the Optional Technical 
Assistance Checklist for the full provisions of 1401 and 1432. 

X  3. The State has in effect a policy that ensures that appropriate early 
intervention services based on scientifically based research, to the 
extent practicable, are available to all infants and toddlers with 
disabilities and their families, including Indian infants and 
toddlers with disabilities and their families residing on a 
reservation geographically located in the State and infants and 
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Check and enter date(s) as 
applicable 

Assurances 
(20 U.S.C. 1434;1435; and 1437(b)) 

Yes 

(Assurance is 
hereby 

provided.) 

No 

(Assurance 
cannot be 
ensured.  

Provide date on 
which State will 

complete 
changes in 

order to 
provide 

assurance.) 

 

toddlers with disabilities who are homeless children and their 
families in accordance with 20 U.S.C. 1435(a)(2). 

X 

 

 4. The State has in effect a timely, comprehensive, multidisciplinary 
evaluation of the functioning of each infant or toddler with a 
disability in the State, and a family-directed identification of the 
needs of each family of such an infant or toddler, to assist 
appropriately in the development of the infant or toddler in 
accordance with 20 U.S.C. 1435(a)(3). 

X  5. For each infant or toddler with a disability in the State, the State 
has an individualized family service plan in accordance with 20 
U.S.C. 1436, including service coordination services in 
accordance with such service plan.  (20 U.S.C. 1435(a)(4))  See 
Optional Technical Assistance Checklist for the full provisions of 
20 U.S.C. 1436. 

X  6. The State has a comprehensive child find system, consistent with 
Part B, including a system for making referrals to service 
providers that includes timelines and provides for participation 
by primary referral sources and that ensures rigorous standards 
for appropriately identifying infants and toddlers with disabilities 
for services under this part that will reduce the need for future 
services.  (20 U.S.C. 1435(a)(5)) 

X  7. The State has a public awareness program focusing on early 
identification of infants and toddlers with disabilities, including 
the preparation and dissemination by the lead agency designated 
or established under 20 U.S.C. 1435(a)(10) to all primary referral 
sources, especially hospitals and physicians, of information to be 
given to parents, especially to inform parents with premature 
infants, or infants with other physical risk factors associated with 
learning or developmental complications, on the availability of 
early intervention services under this part and of services under 
20 U.S.C. 1419, and procedures for assisting such sources in 
disseminating such information to parents of infants and toddlers 
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Check and enter date(s) as 
applicable 

Assurances 
(20 U.S.C. 1434;1435; and 1437(b)) 

Yes 

(Assurance is 
hereby 

provided.) 

No 

(Assurance 
cannot be 
ensured.  

Provide date on 
which State will 

complete 
changes in 

order to 
provide 

assurance.) 

 

with disabilities.  (20 U.S.C. 1435(a)(6)) 

X  8. The State has a central directory that includes information on 
early intervention services, resources, and experts available in the 
State and research and demonstration projects being conducted in 
the State. (20 U.S.C. 1435(a)(7)) 

X  9. The State has a comprehensive system of personnel development, 
including the training of paraprofessionals and the training of 
primary referral sources with respect to the basic components of 
early intervention services available in the State that 
(A) includes-- 

(i) implementing innovative strategies and activities for the 
recruitment and retention of early education service 
providers; 

(ii) promoting the preparation of early intervention 
providers who are fully and appropriately qualified to 
provide early intervention services under this part; and 

(iii) training personnel to coordinate transition services for 
infants and toddlers served under this part from a 
program providing early intervention services under this 
part and under Part B (other than 20 U.S.C. 1419), to a 
preschool program receiving funds under 20 U.S.C. 
1419, or another appropriate program; and 

(B) may include-- 

(i) training personnel to work in rural and inner-city areas; 
and 

(ii) training personnel in the emotional and social 
development of young children. 

(20 U.S.C. 1435(a)(8)(A) and (B)) 

X  10. The State has policies and procedures relating to the 
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Check and enter date(s) as 
applicable 

Assurances 
(20 U.S.C. 1434;1435; and 1437(b)) 

Yes 

(Assurance is 
hereby 

provided.) 

No 

(Assurance 
cannot be 
ensured.  

Provide date on 
which State will 

complete 
changes in 

order to 
provide 

assurance.) 

 

establishment and maintenance of qualifications to ensure that 
personnel necessary to carry out this part are appropriately and 
adequately prepared and trained, including the establishment and 
maintenance of qualifications that are consistent with any State-
approved or recognized certification, licensing, registration, or 
other comparable requirements that apply to the area in which 
such personnel are providing early intervention services, except 
that nothing in this part (including this paragraph) shall be 
construed to prohibit the use of paraprofessionals and assistants 
who are appropriately trained and supervised in accordance with 
State law, regulation, or written policy, to assist in the provision 
of early intervention services under this part to infants and 
toddlers with disabilities.  (20 U.S.C. 1432 and 1435(a)(9)) 

X  11. The State has a single line of responsibility in a lead agency 
designated or established by the Governor for carrying out -  

(A) the general administration and supervision of programs and 
activities receiving assistance under 20 U.S.C. 1433, and the 
monitoring of programs and activities used by the State to 
carry out this part, whether or not such programs or 
activities are receiving assistance made available under 20 
U.S.C. 1433, to ensure that the State complies with this part; 

(B) the identification and coordination of all available resources 
within the State from Federal, State, local, and private 
sources; 

(C) the assignment of financial responsibility in accordance with 
20 U.S.C. 1437(a)(2) to the appropriate agencies; 

(D) the development of procedures to ensure that services are 
provided to infants and toddlers with disabilities and their 
families under this part in a timely manner pending the 
resolution of any disputes among public agencies or service 
providers; 

(E) the resolution of intra- and interagency disputes; and 
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Check and enter date(s) as 
applicable 

Assurances 
(20 U.S.C. 1434;1435; and 1437(b)) 

Yes 

(Assurance is 
hereby 

provided.) 

No 

(Assurance 
cannot be 
ensured.  

Provide date on 
which State will 

complete 
changes in 

order to 
provide 

assurance.) 

 

(F) the entry into formal interagency agreements that define the 
financial responsibility of each agency for paying for early 
intervention services (consistent with State law) and 
procedures for resolving disputes and that include all 
additional components necessary to ensure meaningful 
cooperation and coordination.  See Optional Technical 
Assistance Checklist for the full provisions of 20 U.S.C. 
1440. 

(20 U.S.C. 1435(a)(10)(A)-(F) and 1440) 

X  12. The State has a policy pertaining to the contracting or making of 
other arrangements with service providers to provide early 
intervention services in the State, consistent with the provisions 
of Part C, including the contents of the application used and the 
conditions of the contract or other arrangements.  (20 U.S.C. 
1435(a)(11)) 

X  13. The State has a procedure for securing timely reimbursements of 
funds used under this part in accordance with 20 U.S.C. 1440(a).  
See Optional Technical Assistance Checklist for the full 
provisions of 20 U.S.C. 1440. (20 U.S.C. 1435(a)(12) and 1440) 

X  14. The State has procedural safeguards with respect to programs 
under this part, as required by 20 U.S.C. 1439.  (20 U.S.C. 
1435(a)(13))  See Optional Technical Assistance Checklist for 
applicable provisions of 20 U.S.C. 1415 and 1439. 

 

X  15. The State has a system for compiling data requested by the 
Secretary under section 618 that relates to this part.  (20 U.S.C. 
1418, 1435(a)(14) and 1442) 

X  16. The State has a State interagency coordinating council that meets 
the requirements of 20 U.S.C. 1441.  (20 U.S.C. 1435(a)(15))  
See Optional Technical Assistance Checklist for the full 
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Check and enter date(s) as 
applicable 

Assurances 
(20 U.S.C. 1434;1435; and 1437(b)) 

Yes 

(Assurance is 
hereby 

provided.) 

No 

(Assurance 
cannot be 
ensured.  

Provide date on 
which State will 

complete 
changes in 

order to 
provide 

assurance.) 

 

provisions of 20 U.S.C. 1441. 

X  17. The State has policies and procedures to ensure that, consistent 
with 20 U.S.C 1436(d)(5): A) to the maximum extent 
appropriate, early intervention services are provided in natural 
environments; and B) the provision of early intervention services 
for any infant or toddler with a disability occurs in a setting other 
than a natural environment that is most appropriate, as 
determined by the parent and the individualized family service 
plan team, only when early intervention cannot be achieved 
satisfactorily for the infant or toddler in a natural environment.  
(20 U.S.C. 1435(a)(16)) 

X  18. The State ensures that Federal funds made available under 20 
U.S.C. 1443 will be expended in accordance with this part.  (20 
U.S.C. 1437(b)(1) and 1438) 

X  19. The State ensures that it has methods in place to comply with the 
requirements of 20 U.S.C. 1440.  (20 U.S.C. 1437(b)(2))  State's 
response should be consistent with Certification #3 below. 

X  20. The State ensures that the control of funds provided under 20 
U.S.C. 1443, and title to property derived from those funds, will 
be in a public agency for the uses and purposes provided in this 
part and that a public agency will administer such funds and 
property.  (20 U.S.C. 1437(b)(3)) 

X  21. The State ensures that provisions shall be made for-- 

(A) making such reports in such form and containing such 
information as the Secretary may require to carry out the 
Secretary's functions under this part; and 

(B) keeping such reports and affording such access to the reports 
as the Secretary may find necessary to ensure the correctness 
and verification of those reports and proper disbursement of 
Federal funds under this part.  (20 U.S.C. 1437(b)(4)) 
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Check and enter date(s) as 
applicable 

Assurances 
(20 U.S.C. 1434;1435; and 1437(b)) 

Yes 

(Assurance is 
hereby 

provided.) 

No 

(Assurance 
cannot be 
ensured.  

Provide date on 
which State will 

complete 
changes in 

order to 
provide 

assurance.) 

 

X  22. The State ensures that the Federal funds made available under 20 
U.S.C. 1443 to the State-- 

(A) will not be commingled with State funds; and 

(B) will be used so as to supplement the level of State and local 
funds expended for infants and toddlers with disabilities and 
their families and in no case to supplant those State and local 
funds.  (20 U.S.C. 1437(b)(5)) 

X  23. The State ensures that fiscal control and fund accounting 
procedures will be adopted as may be necessary to ensure proper 
disbursement of, and accounting for, Federal funds paid under 20 
U.S.C. 1443 to the State.  (20 U.S.C. 1437(b)(6)) 

X  24. The State ensures that policies and procedures have been adopted 
to ensure meaningful involvement of underserved groups, 
including minority, low-income, homeless, and rural families and 
children with disabilities who are wards of the State, in the 
planning and implementation of all the requirements of Part C.  
(20 U.S.C. 1437(b)(7)) 

X  25. The State assures that it shall provide other information and 
assurances as the Secretary may reasonably require by regulation.  
(20 U.S.C. 1437(b)(8). 

  Optional Assurance 

 N/A Enter 'NA’ in the cells to the left if this assurance is not 
applicable. 

26. The State has adopted a policy that includes making ongoing 
good-faith efforts to recruit and hire appropriately and adequately 
trained personnel to provide early intervention services to infants 
and toddlers with disabilities, including, in a geographic area of 
the State where there is a shortage of such personnel, the most 
qualified individuals available who are making satisfactory 
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Check and enter date(s) as 
applicable 

Assurances 
(20 U.S.C. 1434;1435; and 1437(b)) 

Yes 

(Assurance is 
hereby 

provided.) 

No 

(Assurance 
cannot be 
ensured.  

Provide date on 
which State will 

complete 
changes in 

order to 
provide 

assurance.) 

 

progress toward completing applicable course work necessary to 
meet the standards described in 20 U.S.C. 1435(a)(9).  (20 U.S.C. 
1435(b)) 

 
 
C. Certifications 

The State Lead Agency is providing the following certifications: 
 
Yes  

X 1. The State certifies that ED Form 80-0013, Certification Regarding Lobbying, is 
on file with the Secretary of Education. 

With respect to the Certification Regarding Lobbying the State recertifies that 
no Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid to any person for 
influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of any agency, a 
Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a 
Member of Congress in connection with the making or renewal of Federal 
grants under this program; that the State shall complete and submit Standard 
Form-LLL, "Disclosure Form to Report Lobbying," when required (34 CFR 
Part 82, Appendix B); and that the State Agency shall require the full 
certification, as set forth in 34 CFR Part 82, Appendix A, in the award 
documents for all sub awards at all tiers. 

X 2. The State certifies that it has met the certifications in the Education Department 
General Administrative Regulations (EDGAR) at 34 CFR §80.11 relating to 
State eligibility, authority and approval to submit and carry out the provisions 
of its State application, and consistency of that application with State law are in 
place within the State. 

X 3. The State certifies that the methods or arrangements to establish financial 
responsibility for early intervention services provided under Part C pursuant to 
20 U.S.C. 1440(b) are current as of the date of this Application certification.  
(20 U.S.C. 1437(a)(2) and 1440).  See Item 9 in Section II.A above regarding 
including, with this Application for the Secretary's review, 'other appropriate 
written methods' to meet the requirements of 20 U.S.C. 1440(b). State's 
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response under Assurance #19 above should be consistent with its response to 
this Certification. 
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D. Statement 

I certify that the State of ___Rhode Island_____________________________ has provided the 
policies, procedures, methods, descriptions, and assurances checked as 'yes' in Sections II.A and 
II.B and the certifications required in Section II.C of this application.  These provisions meet the 
requirements of Part C of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act as found in PL 108-
446.  The State will operate its Part C program in accordance with all of the required policies, 
procedures, methods, descriptions, assurances and certifications. 

If any policies, procedures, methods, descriptions, and assurances have been checked 'no', I 
certify that the State will operate throughout the period of this grant award consistent with the 
requirements of the IDEA as found in PL 108-446 and any applicable regulations, and will make 
such changes to existing policies and procedures as are necessary to bring those policies and 
procedures into compliance with the requirements of the IDEA, as amended, as soon as possible, 
and not later than July 1, 2007.  (34 CFR §76.104) 
I, the undersigned authorized official of the 

Rhode Island Department of Human Services 

am designated under Part C by the Governor of this State to submit this application for FFY 
__06___ funds under Part C of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). 
 
Printed/Typed Name and Title of Authorized Representative of the State:   

 Deborah Florio, Administrator of Children and Family Services 

Signature: Date: 
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Policy and Procedures 

Attachment A:   
Referral Protocol under CAPTA mandate- 
 
In compliance with provisions of (P.L. 108-36, sec. 114) the Federal Child Abuse 
Prevention and Treatment Act (CAPTA), the Rhode Island Department of Children, 
Youth and Families (DCYF) has established procedures for referral of any child under 
the age of 3 who is involved in an indicated case of child abuse or neglect to early 
intervention services funded under part C of the Individuals with Disabilities Education 
Act (IDEA).  This referral process has been developed in collaboration with the 
Department of Human Services, the Department of Health, the Early Intervention 
provider agencies and the Family Outreach Program (FOP) visiting nurse agencies.   
 
The Department recognizes and supports the valuable and vulnerable developmental 
stages of children, particularly from birth to age three.  Early Intervention services 
provide a critical support for families and children with special health care needs.  This 
service system is designed to ensure preparation for a child’s educational development, 
specifically through transition planning and activities beginning at 28 months of age.  The 
purpose of this referral process is to ensure that children under the age of three (3) years 
old who are involved with DCYF’s child protective services will be given an appropriate 
assessment to determine their eligibility for referral to Early Intervention services, or to 
other appropriate community-based, child development and family support programs.   
  
Such referrals will be made by DCYF’s Intake Division staff, based on a Developmental 
Screen/Evaluation Referral Information form which will be completed by the Child 
Protective Investigator with the family as part of the investigation where there is 
involvement of a child(ren) under the age of three who is found to have been abused 
and/or neglected.   
 
Related Procedures 
Procedure from Policy 700.   
 

A. The Developmental Screen/Evaluation Referral Information Form is located in 
RICHIST in the Early Intervention Referral Form window, and will be created 
when a CPS (Child Protective Service) Investigator is assigned an investigation 
involving a child under the age of three (3).  A report to the DCYF Hotline will 
initiate the Child Protective Services investigation.     

 
B. The investigator will print several Developmental Screen/Evaluation Referral 

Information forms, which will be carried with the investigator and manually 
filled out and signed by the parent(s) or guardian(s) during the investigation 
process.      

1.   Referrals will be made initially to either the Early Intervention (EI) 
Programs or the Family Outreach Programs (FOP). 

2. In circumstances involving newborns, where babies test positive for 
exposure to alcohol or other toxic substances, the attending physician at 
the birthing hospital will place the baby on a 72 hour hold, and 
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automatically initiate a referral to be made to the Family Outreach 
Program.   
a. The FOP will follow up with the parent(s) of the newborn within 

24 hours to assess the family’s needs and screen for potential 
eligibility for Early Intervention services.   

b. CPS investigators will discuss the Early Intervention services and 
the Family Outreach Program (FOP) with parent(s) to make sure 
they are aware of the requirement for a referral to be made.   

c. CPS will inquire if family is already involved with an EI or FOP 
program; and, if so, will request parent(s) to sign a referral 
authorization for notification from DCYF to their current service 
provider. 

d. The CPS investigator will document the decision of the parent(s) 
or guardian(s) to sign the Early Intervention Referral form.   

e. If necessary, an appropriate DCYF administrator will consent in 
the absence of a parent or guardian. 

 
C. Pediatric Abuse and Neglect Diagnostic Assessment (PANDA) Clinic   

1. The Rhode Island/Hasbro Hospital Child Protection Program will operate 
a Pediatric Abuse and Neglect Diagnostic Assessment (PANDA) Clinic 
under contract with the Department of Children, Youth and Families for 
child protective investigations.   
a.  Medical examinations must be performed within 24 hours of the 

investigation.   
b. Children under the age of three who are presented to the PANDA 

clinic for medical evaluation to determine evidence of abuse and/or 
neglect will also be screened for evidence of a developmental 
delay or disability.   

c. The Physicians Report of Examination (PRE) will document if 
there is evidence of a developmental delay. 

d. If the PRE indicates evidence of abuse and/or neglect and there is 
indication of a developmental delay, the DCYF will initiate a 
referral to an Early Intervention program.   

e. If there is no developmental delay suggested, the referral will be 
made to the FOP for appropriate family assessment, further service 
referral recommendations and coordination with family. 

 
D. Child Remains at Home 

 1. CPS Investigation 
a. The Developmental Screen/Evaluation Referral information form 

is submitted to Intake as part of the investigation report.   
b. Intake staff will check with DHS database to determine EI status.  

A notation will be made in RICHIST that referral is being made 
either to FOP or Early Intervention.   

c. The referral information in RICHIST will remain with the 
caseworker in Intake.   
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d. Referral forms will be sent to appropriate EI Provider or to the 
FOP nearest to the family’s home on a regular weekly basis.   

e. The referral form(s) will record at a minimum: 
i. the referral source,  
ii. date and reason(s) for referral,  
iii. services currently received (if known),  
iv. demographic information for the child and family,   
v. disposition of the referral (whether EI or FOP), as well as    
vi. written consent of the parent. 

 
E. Child in Substitute Care 

1. CPS Investigation 
a. CPS investigators will complete the referral form and obtain 

parental consent, if possible, as part of the investigation report and 
forward to Intake.   

b. Intake staff will check DHS database for EI status, and assign case 
to appropriate FSU with notification that: 
i. The child is currently active with EI, identifying the 

provider; or  
ii. Referral was or needs to be made to Early Intervention and 

requires follow-up; or  
iii. Referral was or needs to be made to FOP and requires 

follow-up.   
 

F. Cases Opened to Family Service Units  
1. Family Service Unit receives notification from Intake regarding an 

indicated case on family with infant/toddler removed from home.   
a. In follow up contact with family, if Early Intervention is already 

involved, FSU social caseworker explains plans with the family to 
follow up with the active EI Program.   

b. If a referral has been made to an Early Intervention Program, the 
FSU social caseworker will explain that an assessment/evaluation 
will be performed by EI and will be incorporated into the DCYF 
comprehensive family assessment. 

c. If a referral has been made to the Family Outreach Program, the 
FSU social caseworker will explain to the family that a 
developmental assessment for the child will be conducted with the 
family and if appropriate a referral will be made to Early 
Intervention. 

 
 

G. Prior Consent Not Given  
1. If there is no prior authorization for making a referral to EI or FOP, the 

FSU caseworker will explain the Early Intervention and Family Outreach 
Programs to parent(s) and request parent(s) to sign authorization for 
referral to be made to EI or FOP as indicated.   

 

 
  



  
 Rhode Island 

H. Parents May Decline Early Intervention Services 
1.   In accordance with regulations contained in the Federal Individuals with  
      Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), Part C for Early Intervention services, 

parents may accept or decline any early intervention service, and may 
decline such a service after first accepting it. 

2.     Should a parent decline EI participation, the Department may incorporate 
the EI services as part of the parent and child service plan, if it is 
determined that these services are in the child’s best interest. 

 a.    The Early Intervention program would provide services to the 
identified child and work with the foster family and/or surrogate 
parent, in coordination with the DCYF social caseworker, for 
implementation of the Individualized Family Service Plan (IFSP), 
as required for EI services.  
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Attachment B: 
Transition  
 
Transition to Preschool Programs 
 
All EI providers must adopt a procedure to ensure a smooth transition for children from 
EI to other environments.  Optimally, this process begins with an overview of transition 
when the child is determined eligible for EI services.  Parent education and parent-to-
parent support is given regarding the general transition process beginning when the child 
is approximately 24 months of age.  Each family should be given a copy of “Transition 
from Early Intervention: A Family Guide”.   When the child is 28 months old and may be 
eligible for preschool services under Part B, parental consent to notify the Local 
Educational Authority (LEA) where the child resides must be obtained, as well as for 
referral to other community services and supports.     
 
Parents will be informed that eligibility for EI and for special education are different and 
that not all children receiving EI services are eligible for preschool services.  However, 
since eligibility for special education is not yet known and since all families should be 
connected to appropriate community services and supports, a transition-planning meeting 
is recommended for all families.  It is the responsibility of EI providers to help families’ 
access available resources and to establish a transition plan including, as appropriate, 
steps to exit from the program.  

In the case of a child who may not be eligible for such preschool special education services, 
with the approval of the family, the EI service coordinator will make EVERY reasonable 
effort to convene a conference between the EI provider, the family, and other appropriate 
community services and supports available to children not eligible for preschool services 
under Part B, to discuss the appropriate referrals that the child may receive.  In particular, 
DHS will seek to link families to the Rhode Island CEDARR (Comprehensive, 
Education, Diagnosis, Assessment, Referral, and Re-evaluation) Family Centers, which 
offer services to Children with Special Health Care Needs (CSHCN) and their families. 
 
Each child’s transition team is comprised of:  the child’s parent(s), the EI service 
coordinator, and a representative from the school department.  Additional resources can 
be invited as requested and appropriate. The meeting is scheduled and convened by the 
service coordinator. This first transition-planning meeting may occur as early as thirty 
months.  In each case, this transition meeting may occur at the discretion of all such 
parties but not more than nine months before the child is eligible for preschool special 
education services and will occur at least 90 prior to the child being eligible for preschool 
special education services.  
 
For children who will turn three between May and September, these timelines must be 
adjusted to ensure that six months of planning time is still available to the transition team. 
Therefore, all transition activities, beginning with the referral, should occur earlier (e.g., 
referral at 26 months instead of 28 for a child with a July birthday). 
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Children who are referred to EI after 28 months should, with parental consent, be referred 
as soon as possible to the LEA where the child resides and other community services and 
supports.  The service coordinator should not wait for an EI evaluation/assessment to 
schedule the transition-planning meeting.   
 
If a child is referred to EI at 33 months or older, the primary work of EI is to support the 
family through transition.  The service coordinator should refer to the LEA where the 
child resides and other community services and supports immediately (with parental 
consent) and can make use of an interim IFSP with an outcome of transitioning the child 
and family.  In these cases, an immediate transition-planning meeting convenes the 
appropriate team to decide how to evaluate the child for special education eligibility and 
to plan for transition into community services and supports.   
 
If the child is in State custody, parts of the transition plan needs to include steps to ensure 
a timely assignment of an educational surrogate parent. Typically, the service coordinator 
notifies the caseworker and requests that the paperwork process begin.  
 
The result of the transition meeting is a written Individual Transition Plan.  Such written 
plans must include: 
 

 Type and extent of evaluation data required to determine the child's status 
and eligibility for preschool programs under Part B services at age three, 
or referral to other appropriate services, as well as the person(s) 
responsible for performing the evaluations 

 
 Procedures to prepare the child for changes in service delivery, including 

steps to help the child adjust to and participate in a new setting 
 

 Family participation goals 
 

 Parental consent for the transferring of confidential information to the 
LEA information about the child-including evaluation, assessment, and 
IFSP information  

 
 Procedures for preparing an individualized education program (IEP) and 

provision of those services by 36 months, if the child is deemed eligible 
for special education  

 
 Specific timelines for completing the above activities 

 
For most children, the school district will then convene an eligibility meeting and then an 
IEP meeting as part of the transition process.  EI staff is often invited to these meetings 
and it is appropriate that they attend.  The purpose of transition planning (with timelines) 
is to ensure that there is enough time to gather the information needed for eligibility 
determination and for program planning.  Children who are eligible should have an IEP 

 
  



  
 Rhode Island 

meeting by their third birthday in order to have services begin right away, or on the first 
day of school following if it’s a summer birthday.  
 
Some children will be recommended for a more intensive, full year placement and will 
receive services through the summer.  All children should be considered for Extended 
School Year (ESY) services.  Only an IEP Team can decide if a child is eligible for ESY.  
 
The procedures described above have been incorporated into the Regulations of the R.I. 
Board of Regents for Elementary and Secondary Education Governing the Special 
Education of Handicapped Children, amended December 2000, as well as the R.I. Rules 
and Regulations Pertaining to the Provision of EI services for Infants and Toddlers who 
are Disabled and Their Families. 
 
Occasionally, a child’s transition lasts past his/her third birthday.  Service coordinators 
should seek guidance from their supervisors or the Transition Coordinator.  All direct 
services (e.g., therapy) end at the third birthday unless:  (1) there are exceptional 
documented circumstances, (2) the continuation of services is very time limited, and/or 
(3) the plan to complete and exit the services is part of the IFSP.  In such cases, a special 
request should be made to the lead agency to authorize such services.  This is, in part, so 
that the lead agency can document the cost and relevant interdepartmental issues as well 
as to insure that the system has adequate capacity to support children under the age of 
three. 
 
Service coordination can continue for these late transitions without a special request in 
order to complete the process.  
 
In some cases, the LEA may request “contracting” and paying for continued services 
through an EI provider for some children who will turn three during the summer.  This is 
permissible as long as the transition team determines it to be appropriate clinically and 
the EI provider has sufficient capacity in order not to under serve other enrolled children. 
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Attachment C: 
Public Awareness 
 
Public awareness is an ongoing, systematic approach to communication with the general 
population, human service professionals, and families for the purpose of raising their 
understanding of the community supports and services available to all eligible children and 
families.  The goal of public awareness is to increase knowledge of the state's EI system, 
provide information regarding early indicators of children who may be eligible for EI 
system, describe available services including evaluation services, describe and publicize 
the Central Directory, and present referral procedures for children and families suspected 
of being in need of EI. 

 
RI’s Public awareness programs focus attention on the early identification of infants and 
toddlers with disabilities.  Information to be given to parents, especially parents of 
premature infants, infants with conditions associated with learning or developmental 
complications, on the availability of Early Intervention services under this part and of 
services under section 619 are the targets of RI’s public awareness efforts.   

 
A public awareness subcommittee with collaborative membership (DHS staff, ICC 
representatives, and EI providers) works to address these responsibilities through 
numerous activities that include: 

   
 Improved and streamlined EI communication materials inclusive of child 

find activities distributed in public areas 
 

 Requirements for EI providers to report current public awareness activities 
specific to EI system 

 
 Outreach/education efforts to physician/pediatrician community will be 

piloted by DHS 
 

 
All public awareness activities complement, reinforce, and coordinate those procedures used 
by the home visiting program to convey information about universal screening, child care 
information, health care options/benefits, as well as linkages between child and family 
needs and community-based resources. The Parent Consultant program provides an 
additional opportunity for dissemination of information on the availability of EI services to 
all primary referral sources, especially hospitals and physicians, and parents with premature 
infants, or infants with other physical factors associated with learning and development 
complications and assisting such sources in disseminating information to parents of infants 
and toddlers with disabilities.  Coordinated public awareness activity occurs through the 
collaborative efforts of DHS and DOH programs and in partnership with an array of 
community service and supports and families. 
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Attachment D: 
Complaint Process 
 
Any individual or organization, including an individual organization from another 
state may file a complaint that any public agency or private service provider is 
violating a requirement of Part C of IDEA by filing a written complaint with DHS.  
The complaint must be written and signed and include a statement of the State, other 
public agency, or certified EI provider that is identified as violating a requirement of 
Part C rules and regulations.  The complaint must also include the facts upon which 
the complaint is based.   
 
The alleged violation must have occurred not more than one year before the date the 
complaint is received by DHS unless a longer period is reasonable because: (1) the 
alleged violation occurs for that child or other children; or (2) the individual filing the 
complaint is requesting reimbursement or corrective action for a violation that 
occurred not more than three years before the date on which the complaint is received.   
 
After the complaint is filed, DHS will give the parent or other individual/agency the 
opportunity to provide information regarding the issues in the complaint.  DHS will 
investigate and resolve the complaint, utilizing mediation and/or a due process hearing 
that includes a review of all relevant information and an independent on-site 
investigation if necessary.   
 
Mediation 
 
DHS assures parents or other affected parties have a right to access mediation services in 
order to address disputes related to the identification, evaluation, or provision of 
appropriate early intervention services under Part C of IDEA. The Early Intervention 
mediation process is voluntary on the part of all parties. Mediation may not be used to 
deny or delay a parent’s right to an administrative proceeding or State complaint, or to 
otherwise deny the parent’s or other party’s rights under Part C of IDEA. The mediation 
must be conducted by a qualified and impartial mediator trained in effective mediation 
techniques.  
 

The DHS maintains a list of individuals who are qualified mediators and knowledgeable 
in laws and regulations relating to the provision of special education and related services, 
and coordinates the assignment of an appropriately qualified mediator.  DHS will 
coordinate the assignment of an appropriately qualified mediator.  
 
Each session in the mediation process must be scheduled in a timely manner and must be 
held in a location that is convenient to the parties to the dispute. The assigned mediator 
shall prepare a written mediation agreement identifying the agreement reached by the 
involved parties, which is legally binding and enforceable in a court of law.  Discussions 
that occur during the mediation process shall be confidential and may not be used as 
evidence in any subsequent administrative proceeding or civil proceeding.  DHS shall 
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bear the cost of the mediation meeting, except any legal representation that parents or 
other parties may choose to have present. 
 
Due Process Hearing 
 

A parent may request a due process hearing regarding Early Intervention’s proposal or 
refusal to initiate or change the identification, evaluation, placement or provision of 
appropriate early intervention services by submitting a written request for a due process 
hearing.   
 

The written request, submitted by the parent or the parent’s attorney, must include the 
name and address of the child, name of the parent submitting the request, description of 
the facts related to the problem and proposed ways to resolve the problem, if known. 
 
When a hearing is requested by the parent, DHS will inform the parent of the right to 
mediation and of any free or low cost legal services available to the parent. DHS will be 
responsible for assigning an impartial hearing officer.  The hearing officer assigned must 
have knowledge about the provision of Part C and about the needs of and services 
available for eligible children and their families. The hearing officer will perform the 
following duties: 
 
 Listen to the presentation of relevant viewpoints about the complaint, examine all 

information relevant to the issues, and seek to reach a timely resolution of the 
complaint. 

 Provide a record of the proceedings, including a written decision. 
 
The impartial person may not be an employee of any agency involved in the provision of 
early intervention services or care of the child or child’s family.  The impartial person 
may not have a personal or professional interest conflicting with his/her objectivity in the 
complaint resolution process. Parties involved in administrative hearings/due process 
proceedings have the right to: 
 
 Be accompanied and advised by counsel and by individuals with special 

knowledge or training with respect to early intervention services for children 
eligible under Part C of IDEA. 

 Present evidence and confront, cross-examine, and compel the attendance of 
witnesses. 

 Prohibit the introduction of any evidence at the due process hearing that has not 
been disclosed to the parent at least five days before the hearing. 

 Obtain written or electronic verbatim transcription of the proceeding and obtain 
written findings of fact and decisions.  

 
Due process hearings are conducted at a time and place that is reasonably convenient to 
the parents. During the proceeding, the child will continue to receive appropriate early 
intervention services currently provided unless parent and public agency otherwise agree.  

 
  



  
 Rhode Island 

If a complaint involves application for initial services, the child receives those services 
that are not in dispute.   
 
 
Resolution of Procedural Safeguard Violation  
 
 
DHS will ensure that, not later than 30 days after the receipt of a parent’s complaint, the 
impartial proceedings required will be completed and a written decision mailed to each of 
the parties.  Any party aggrieved by the findings and decision regarding an administrative 
complaint has the right to bring civil action in State or Federal court under section 
639(a)(1) of the Act.  An extension of the timelines will be permitted only if exceptional 
circumstances exist with respect to a particular complaint. 
 
The letter will address each allegation with findings of fact, reasons for final decisions, 
and instructions to the agency or individual to correct any violations found during the 
investigation.  DHS staff will identify the corrective actions necessary to achieve 
compliance and offer technical assistance and negotiation.  If the complaint involved the 
delivery of appropriate services and the agency/provider is found to have failed to 
provide appropriate services, DHS will identify how the agency/provider must remedy 
the violation, including as appropriate the awarding of monetary reimbursement or other 
corrective action appropriate to the needs of the child and the child’s family, and 
appropriate future provision of services for all infants and toddlers with disabilities and 
their families. 
 
Responsibility and Accountability 
 
Each agency or person who has a direct role in the provision of EI services is responsible 
for making a good faith effort to assist each eligible child in achieving the outcomes in 
the child’s IFSP.  However Part C of the Act does not require that any agency or person 
be held accountable if an eligible child does not achieve the growth projected in the 
child’s IFSP.   
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Attachment E: 
 
Participants in IFSP Meetings 
 
Each initial IFSP meeting, which is conducted within 45 days after referral and annual 
IFSP meetings thereafter, shall minimally include the following participants: 
 

 Parents of the child 
 

 Other family members as requested by the parent, if feasible to do so 
 

 Advocates or persons outside of the family as requested by the parent 
 

 Service coordinator working with the family since the initial referral of the 
child or the person designated by the program to implement the IFSP 

 
 A person or persons directly involved in conducting the evaluations and 

assessments  
 

 As appropriate, person who will be providing services to the child or 
family 

 
 Any additional community services and support program representatives 

as determined by the child and family 
 
If any persons directly involved in conducting the evaluation and assessment is unable to 
attend the IFSP meeting in person, other arrangements will be made for that person or 
persons involvement in the meeting, including participating in a phone conference call, 
having a knowledgeable authorized representative attend the meeting, or making 
pertinent records available at the meeting.  
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Attachment F: 
Prior Notice: Native Language 
 
Written notice must be given to the parent(s) of their child prior to the proposal to initiate 
or change the identification, evaluation, or to provide, modify, or discontinue EI services to 
the child or family.  The notice must be provided within a reasonable time before the 
provider proposes or refuses to initiate or change the identification, evaluation, or 
placement of a child or provide EI services.  If the parent is deaf' or blind, or has no 
written language, the notice must be in the language or mode of communication normally 
used by the parent of a child eligible under this part.. 
 
This notice must be in sufficient detail to inform the parent(s) about the action being 
proposed or refused, must include the reasons for the actions proposed, and must include 
all procedural safeguards. 
 
The notice must be written in language understandable to the general public, and must be 
conveyed in the parent's native language or normal mode of communication.  If the parent's 
native language or mode of communication is not written, or if the parent is deaf or blind, 
the program must ensure that the notice is translated orally or by other means normally 
used by the parent, that the parent understands such notice, and that written 
documentation be maintained that such notice has occurred. 
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